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From “The President 


| The Council meeting on December 11 started the year’s work with 
vision, efficiency, and fun. The chairmen of the sections met with 
Virginia Summers, co-ordinator of sections, and reported on their 
s. Watch the calendar for Institutes to be held by the School and 
ildren’s, and College, Reference, and Catalog sections. Aids in pro- 
ing and book selection are planned by the Adult Education and 
Hospital sections. The County Library section is all set to recruit, and 
the Trustee's Section is heart and soul in the expansion of service to 
unserved areas. 

Ethel Yabroff, first vice-president and president-elect, met with 
the librarian and trustee chairmen of the Districts. They emerged with 
acalendar of dates almost completed, and plans for the smoothest and 
most stimulating spring meetings we have yet achieved. 

Your president and the committee chairmen outlined their plans 
for the year. The Legislative Committee is reporting in this issue, and 
further reports will be given on this page. Each chairman regarded 
every member of the Association as a functioning part of his commit- 
tee. Be prepared to fight for state aid, to recruit, to get new members, 
to help in every action of your MLA. 

We chose a theme for the year with every person present contributing. How do you like “A 
Changing Age — Are Libraries Keeping Up?” 

The day before the Council meeting the Executive Board adopted the budget printed in this 
issue. If every member of every staff and board were a member of MLA the budget would pro- 
vide for more services. Each member can help by asking his colleagues to join the Association. 

The Board also decided to appoint committees to work with the State Board for Libraries on 
a study of in-service training programs, and on the library development program. MLA accepts 
the responsibility for working withthe State Board, sharing with them the ideas of representatives 
of many sizes and kinds of libraries. 

At its first meeting the Legislative Committee plunged into work, determined to bring the 
State Aid figure up to 1954 costs and needs. They are especially concerned with establishing con- 
tact with the membership. They want you to know what they are doing, and they are eager to 
have you report to them everything you do to help. 

Where are the postcards with your questions, comments, and criticisms? Where is the voice 
of the membership? Drop me a card, and let me know whether your elected officers are on the 
right track. 

As we go to press — 

The first legislative victory of 1954 occurred February 2 when H. B. No. 68 was defeated 
owing to the prompt and effective action of your Legislative Committee. The bill provided per- 
missive legislation to double the amount set aside for law libraries from the penal fines. This 
could have meant heavy decreases in the penal fines allotment for some county libraries, and a 
noticeable cut for the others. Marie Duesenberg and Dick Johnston went into action, and won 
a close battle. 

On February 9 Dick Johnston, Clare Sergeant and I had a hearing on State Aid before the 
House Ways and Means Committee. Only a few members of the Committee were present, but 
we had a half hour to state our case for an appropriation of $790,492. We came out convinced 
that every librarian and trustee needs to contact his legislators right now to tell them what state 
aid has accomplished in the past. Did your local appropriation go up to meet the millage re- 
quirement ? Have you started new services? Increased your hours? Are the people of your com- 
munity getting better service because of State Aid? If they are, the legislators are not likely to be 
aware of it unless the people from their own areas tell them. 

I have a deep personal hunch that we can raise state aid this year. We have everything it 
takes — need, faith, contact with our communities, and the ability to write and to speak con- 
vincingly to our legislators. Let’s go! Ruth Warncke 
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|"Preacarer's Report 1953 


sos 1 - December 31, 1953 


Balance in Treasury January 1, 1953 including all funds............. 
RECEIPTS 
Bement Memorial Fund Re a ee Site Ne ne ene 
Committees, Special . Se RINGS, RP EA rare Let oN ee 
Conference — 
Exhibits, 1952 ; Ne oe AED TA Eee IE .....$ 105.00 
Exhibits, 1953 bE a eres feet owen. es 
NL, INN, OO cece ebcinemimdaninbai 962.20 
Total . ae a ee POTN Sen Se oe : 
Districts Se aes a SE een Sets eee ete Peel 
Dues — 
Institutional ee at, Wears ema Tr oe Boek Neat oe aoa cee 511.50 
I 8 re ie nS aR ee ae on een 3,695.00 
Trustee WL Pe MME ETL D6 Sea) ResMed A TONLE 262.00 
Total [HA MORRO SERRE AE MEER Cokes eee A 
Michigan Librarian — 
SCTE ESO IT OS EPR OEE ORI Te eT ae 820.90 
BE Ne SI is ciassccsienieonsitiminiannicnenciitieinehivenstain 11.70 
NR RESS LOE TS Sole sea 1 or Ae AS ON oe aN ER ee Oe 
Packard Memorial Trustee Fund . ipstny BapeteOr dba, ASS, Sie) PARE 
I I ccm coc bea cdieanneeamnuttinees 
Total Receipts Uh gt BPE oS 9 Nt Pd ; 
GRAND TOT ‘AL RE AAS SP ase LS ST ee aa oe 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Advisory Council and Executive Board ~..................2..2.2..-+---- 
ALA. Be q.:.......<.......... onthe sok sh eee Betecas Neb 
Bement Memorial Fund ......................-..-.-----2-.2<......0-s.--e00ne00:- 
Committees, Special See, Pete ET ehh eth en nase 
Committees, Standing — 
Legislative ....... Bn trae ae REN sas tis Fe .$ 607.89 
EERIE A SL ee Sie cerse meee even errr 91.23 
Planning ESSERE Say EOE rele or ae ee 77.94 
Public Relations Serene ot et Rete ee RE br OOP E 40.61 
TE EASE rsek Ee OEMs yee Nee Sele Ae ee E NS pS TNetRee aad 17.85 
MIS. UNNI “NN csc stessastpeseienceetshincngoeseanoursabecbns 30.61 
III criovehivissasunstignciln scleassetimipnloiciecosiansaipdileansstaaeshedieiona cad 4.58 
SE SER Re Nei aee CMe eTLPe AC EO ACE ya 
eI ot) fe to oT a eh Pe ea. 
ON, Eee eee ere, eee ee at ine ere eee ds ee ar ER 
Dees, Petsonal ...........:................... Pet Oe ee ee ee, 
umm TN, TO antisense nschteeneentons ; 
BT He ERT 
Office Expense — 
Bonding Fees ... eg een TA ek an chy nn ee ee : 25.00 
ES By Ree erect her ese nee ADS 103.61 
RR Dae ene a 132.15 
a ESE eran ner nee _ 506.61 
ee I I hic icteric . 42233 
Eee stk RSH ea eR EY ee RO ee eS 
Packard Memorial Trustee OO SAR ES ee eee drat aL ees 
I Sg ncesciccta icohel hia ocsnteclecsin apices 
cea REN En NEI U RR rls a, y- rh a PN, WES Rete ee ER 
TOTAL 
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$ 2,624.9 


477.00 
21.86 


2,327.20 
33.52 


4,468.50 


832.60 

272.00 

323.83 
8,756.51 

$ 11,381.47 


$ 761.17 
37.00 

300.00 
306.44 


870.71 
1,228.73 
129.70 
5.00 
1,024.61 
2,387.48 


$ 889.05 
$ 364.72 


347.25 
133.38 
$ 8,785.24 
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7.00 
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RECAPITULATION 


Sew. 


(8) Remington Peand 


Total Receipts January 1 - December 31, 1953, including all funds 





$ 11,381.47 


Total Disbursements January 1 - December 31, 1953 ................ 8,785.24 
Balance on hand, December 311, 1953): .....--...-...c-ccccoocconcencecececcoss 2,596.23 
evil CNN (OPN tS a Oe $ 615.60 
Packard Memorial Trustee Fund 20000000222... ccecccecccecccececececeeee 407.45 
NII 05:22 sctnnasavchssconssavemebnsiohisnnteeaieinadicede dak dics 78.29 
Re eel PIES 150.70 
NU I, a er 1,344.19 
Total stianapeniieeissetnsintshnnnacertneciancettinccntsteatysilitnscbie $ 2,596.23 
Bement Memorial Fund — 
Cs eee, peer 2. OSS $ 438.60 
Receipts January 1 - December 31, 1953-0002... -eceececeeceeee. 477.00 
Disbursements January 1 - December 31, 1953 ................ 300.00 
Balance, December 31, 195) ........-...<<...cececcecsce-.- 615.60 
Packard Memorial Trustee Fund — 
On tee, Fee 2, 195 500.17 
Receipts January 1 - December 31, 1953. o0....0....ececceccceoeee 272.00 
Disbursements January 1 - December 31, 1953 ................ 364.72 
Balance, December 31, 1953) ...............-<.0<0-------oc0.---.- 407.45 
Scholarship Fund — 
Ow lend, Tonwasy 1, 2953 101.71 
Receipts January 1 - December 31, 1953 000000... eeoee 323.83 
Disbursements January 1 - December 31, 1953 ................ 347.25 
Balance, December 31, 1953 ................................. ..... 78.29 
Special Projects Fund — 
Balance, December 31, 1953. ..........--.c.ccccceocceecooceeooceoocoeeee $ 150.70 
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YEARS OLD...and still young 


The children who first sat at this 25-year-old table 
are grown men and women today. Yet a second gen- 
eration is being served, and well, by it and other 
items of LB equipment . . . shelving, catalog cases, 
and a slightly modified charging desk. 70% of the 
furniture in the children’s section alone, is original 
equipment . . . to give you a small idea of the 
savings achieved at the Clifton Memorial Library. 
The cost of refinishing these items was but a frac- 
tion of the price of new equipment. 

When you buy LB furniture and equipment 
you're not buying just so much wood or metal, 
you're buying top quality craftsmanship and de- 
sign ... and many years of trouble-free use. And 
Library Bureau, in business for the last 75 years, 
will always be ready to supply you whenever you 
need additional equipment . . . equipment that will 
blend in perfectly with your existing plant. 

For more information write or phone for the 
free literature, “Library Furniture Catalog,” 
LB604, and “Occasional Furniture,” LB671. 


2978 W. Grand Bivd., Detroit 2, Mich. 





Ut. LL. 44. feuditing Statement 
I, Amy Morrison, Administrative Assistant 
and Teacher of Accounting at Hillsdale Col- 


lege, Hillsdale, Michigan, hereby certify that I Midland Senior High School, Midland 
Mr. L. D. Ortopan, 
have found them to be correct. Midland Public Library, Midland 


have audited the books of Glen Fitch, Treas- 
urer of the Michigan Library Association, and 
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ESTIMATED INCOME 1954 
Balance, January 1, 1954 


Bement Memorial Fund . Re Aas Sie aR oh Are ae $ 615.60 
Packard Memorial Trustee Fuad . Pree eek cone ee th Se 407.45 
Scholarship Fund IG on Ne ae mel UE ie Pe es 78.29 
gS EERIE REIN Tin a Wiech oe eae ae ee 150.70 


TASER Pe LEE an Lanta oly OU sete ee av sete ae 1,252.04 
Balance of General M.L.A. Funds, January i. 1954 pe LE te 1,344.19 
Estimated Income for 1954 
Dues — 
Institutional ee ee ee Ee eT 680.00 
Personal WE es A RO RANT 3,650.00 
Trustee eee aoe ee a Se ae 250.00 
1 IRIS Maree serene MERI E So aS a eee ees ey eee eae 4,580.00 
Conference — 
Registration Pe San et MERC tes ee 700.00 
Exhibitors acct we ee tin oR SOL nk RNIN Ee eee SLL Se 1,200.00 
Total - Eee EM Sere seater. SPE ee ated ON Be 1,900.00 
Michigan Librarian — 
eee pet eC ee 800.00 
Rn NN” ONION ale eo incisceenemetliieiberats a 10.00 
2 RA ONY RTE A i ER RRL. Be 810.00 
RO ce chy EN AN At ree AL $ 7,290.00 
GRAND TOTAL OF ESTIMATED FUNDS FOR 1954 ............ $ 8,634.19 
BUDGET OF EXPENDITURES FOR 1954 
Advisory Council and Executive Board -........22.222.222222.22---22-ceeeee0eee-+ $ 700.00 
REE Se nee Se 37.00 
Committees, Special — 
SEI On ERE RTT aO Are ee ere -$ 15.00 
ES Ses MCE SER Ma REN ico eR 25.00 
EOS AR EEE, SS ays POE RRR MERI SENDS Are ENE ee. Sh OR 25.00 
Intellectual Freedom. ..................................- aL TARR he et hte 2 50.00 
I shih cdisidpiiotincasnkcsan Dito a ids dase aichsbalehi Saasiiaineeiaie’ 75.00 
i a aes cadciine scheint nes aagit aia 100.00 
IRGEmeOOMS WINE, UNESCO, cece 100.00 
ES RE eee SRS AO ER st 2 10.00 
ON ene FOE ee ae te ds 2 dene Sha ea eg 400.00 
Committees, Standing — 
Legislative -........ Ae Oe ee EA ERE MO ee EOE 550.00 
EEE een ane See ea ee wes eT Se 100.00 
Planning pt a a oe ES a oa) aan ee ee .... 100.00 
Public Relations ................... eset Sih pana oh SD esate dates 50.00 
Publications ..... Seon eld SR lt eke be NS seal ela ee 25.00 
Salary, Staff, and Tenure a ak Ne ter PRP SIS EEE Mens 25.00 
aR ERA NOC PE SR ERT eA Se TR 10.00 
CS RE eee OES D eRe ne eeacierde Ses, nek Se, AN 860.00 





UW. LL. 44. Auditing Commitice 


Miss Florence Hazlett, Librarian 





Cataloger 


$ 2,596.23 
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*Contingent bn 8 Re SST a RE Rt eRe corte dL waite on 467.19 
Districts oe acunensuesvessssssrsswousressesesoonsessousosauesreesmeosenss 75.00 
Executive Secretary, Salary ORE IER Tr A, a 1,020.00 
Michigan Librarian ......... Be So gk ae ee 2,750.00 
Office Expense — 
Bonding Fees . Pee a ane SSA Sree tea Sehr bese BL ' 25.00 
Clerical Aid to Executive Secretaty ..............-......2..---cces--en0e0es 200.00 
SINC I WA INI vce Sos Gswsnvsiinnsessvcwevabeemneinatouamneitol 100.00 
I I is csksococtec eo oemshtecdiveecapalmnancbets deeds 125.00 
Stationery and Supplies —....................-....-..-.-. 2 seteotas SOLE 500.00 
: emeplemee:  Weea ssseriecsesecepsencnees 125.00 
23 | Se te eee mE WO. 1,075.00 
Sections cee cancion ania SA el ele ae a 250.00 
TEAL, TE ananassae incscreseestereeesnceceene $ 8,634.19 
*Note: $150.00 in Contingent Fund earmarked for Legislative Committee. 
4 
| |Dates to Remember 
SPRING DISTRICT MEETINGS April 23 Michigan State Library Building 
Theme: A Changing Age — Are Librarians Clinic Lansing 
Keeping Up? April 30- May 1 School and Children’s Sec- 
10 Dist. I Wednesday, April14 Three Rivers tion, M.L.A. Kellogg Center, East Lansing 
. Dist. Il Wednesday, May 5 Charlotte May 12 Catalog, College, Reference Sections, 
Dist. III Thursday, May 13 Ferndale M.L.A. — Ann Arbor. 
Dist. IV Thursday, May 6 Big Rapids September 17-18 School Institute 
) Dist. V Thursday, April 8 Ithaca St. Mary's Lake 
Dist. VI Thursday, May 20 Cadillac November 3-4-5-6 
Dist. VII Saturday, May 22 Negaunee M.L.A. Annual Conference Detroit 
9 DEADLINE FOR JUNE MICHIGAN LIBRARIAN ... April 20 
0) 
9 
) 
; Books OF ALL PUBLISHERS --- 
LIBERAL LIBRARY DISCOUNTS - 
Magazines - - - SUBSCRIPTIONS TO ALL PUBLICATIONS 
AT LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 
, — May we serve you — — please! — 
THE DETROIT NEWS COMPANY 
Division of the American News Company 
300-308 West Larned Street 
DETROIT, MICH. 
) 
March, 1954 








UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN library 
service scholarships and fellowships provide 
an opportunity for well qualified students en 
rolled in the Department of Library Science 
to acquire experience in one or more depari- 
ments of the General Library. Awards are 
made to applicants who present evidence of 
superior academic ability and who can qualify 
for Library assignments. 

Scholarships, which carry a stipend of 
$1800 will be awarded to successful candi- 
dates who have had little or no library train- 
ing or experience. Fellowships worth $2350 
are granted to students who have already had 
formal training or considerable library experi- 
ence. Payment of the stipend is made in ten 
monthly instailments from September 30 to 
mid-June. Each appointment is for one aca- 
demic year and may be once renewed. 

Scholars and Fellows may elect not more 
than half the number of course hours expected 
of full-time students in the Department and 
must pay the regular University fees for these 
elections (six hours or less). They will be 
scheduled for thirty-six hours of service week- 






















Library Scholarships and Fellowships 


ly in the General Library. Scholars and Fel. 
lows are allowed the Christmas and spring va- 
cations scheduled in the University calendar, 

Applications for both scholarships and fel- 
lowships should be made not later than May 
1. Announcements of the awards will be 
made about June 1. 

Inquiries and requests for application blanks 
should be directed to Samuel W. McAllister, 
Associate Director, General Library, Univer- 
sity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

* ¥ ok 

DETROIT PUBLIC LIBRARY STAFF AS. 
SOCIATION announces the Alma Josenhans 
Scholarship of $300 to be awarded in 1954 
to a worthy individual to assist toward his 
tuition at an accredited library school. Win- 
ner of the award will be chosen from among 
interested persons on the non-professional 
staff of libraries in Detroit and the surround- 
ing metropolitan area. All inquiries should 
be addressed to Miss Jeanne English, Chair- 
man, Josenhans Scholarship Committee, Music 
& Drama Dept., Detroit Public Library, 5201 
Woodward Ave., Detroit 2, Michigan. 

























The MODERN Guide To 


Prebinding For Librarians 


1. Buy the book; and get the maximum 


discount. 


N 


Evaluate the book in regards to legability 
of printing, sewing margin, quality of 
paper, and content. 


3. Send the books selected for prebinding 
tothe MODERN BINDING CORPORATION. 


MODERN prebinds books for a flat price 
of $.95. This includes Picture Covers and 
Labco Covers. 


Save up to $ .35 the Modern Way 


THE MODERN BINDING 
CORPORATION 


Portland, Indiana 




















“Peg-Board” 
DISPLAYER 


Simple to arrange 
— easy to change 


Write for your copy 
of the descriptive 
"Peg-Board Folder” 


























Gaylord ¥ Brae. Que. 


LIBRARY SUPPLIES 


SYRACUSE + NEW YORK 
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Constance Sement 


Scholarshife “Fund 


Every year in the annual business meeting 
of the Michigan Library Association, librar- 
ians hear a report on the Constance Bement 
Scholarship Fund but one wonders how many 
of the librarians attending the meeting realize 
the full significance of this fund. Do those 
who have come to positions in Michigan li- 
braries since 1945 know its history and what 
it can accomplish, and have those who have 
had longer service in the state followed its 
growth and work so that they truly under- 
stand its merits ? 

At its annual meeting in Detroit in Octo- 
ber, 1945, the Michigan Library Association 
voted to establish a permanent continuing 
scholarship fund to honor Constance Bement 
who had rendered such distinctive service to 
the libraries of Michigan during her years in 
Detroit and Port Huron Public Libraries and 
especially in the State Library. There, as Di- 
rector of the Extension Division, she had 
given valuable assistance to the people of the 
small towns and rural areas in helping them 
to develop village, township, and county li- 
braries. Because Miss Bement was particularly 
interested in the professional education of li- 
brarians, her many friends believed that no 
more fitting tribute could be paid to her dis- 
tinguished service than to establish this fund 
which could be used through the years to give 
assistance to those studying to become librari- 


ans. =! 


The Constance Bement Scholarship Fund is 
administered by a standing committee of the 
Michigan Library Association known as the 
Scholarship Committee. The duties of this 
committee relative to the fund are: 1. To col- 
lect the funds; 2. To grant scholarships from 
it; 3. To plan publicity for the scholarships; 
4. To recommend changes in policy when it 
seems advisable. 

Scholarships may be granted to a resident 
of Michigan who is a candidate for a degree 
in Library Science in a school accredited by 
the American Library Association, or to indi- 
viduals who have maintained a high standard 
of scholarship and show promise of making 
contributions to the professions of librarian- 
ship. Before loans are granted, each candidate 
must provide the committee with at least three 
letters of recommendation. 
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The maximum loan granted to one indivi- 
dual is $300.00 with interest at 1%. Repay- 
ment is to be made in full within thirty-six 
months after the receipt of the loan. If an ap- 
plicant wishes to take his library education in 
summer school, the maximum loan is prorated 
according to the number of summers it will 
take him to complete his work. 

During the years the fund has grown to 
$1,315.60. At present, there are four loans 
outstanding and funds are available from 
which two more could be made. The low 
rate of interest charged benefits the student 
but it adds little to the principal. As the fund 
now stands, only four full scholarships could 
be granted at one time, an average of one and 
one-third scholarships a year. With the great 
shortage of librarians, if the members of the 
Michigan Library Association could increase 
the principal so that more scholarships could 
be granted each year, it would surely be a 
step forward in our program for encouraging 
competent young people to become librarians. 

While the Constance Bement Scholarship 
Fund pays tribute to one of our former assoc- 
iates, it has great value also in assisting others 
who may in time render service comparable 
to that of Miss Bement. In addition, it pre- 
sents a challenge to all Michigan librarians to 
promote professional librarianship by seeking 
out those who show ability but who would 
need financial assistance to finish their pro- 
fessional education. 


If you have received M.L.A. 1954 Dues no- 

tices headed “I Knew I Forgot Something” . . . 
this is to tell you that you didn’t. Through a 
“stuffing” error — second instead of first no- 
tices were sent. Please ignore and continue to 
send in your 1954 dues. Your printer sincerely 
apologizes. 
P.S. If you have not received a membership 
blank for 1954, please write to the Executive 
Secretary, Mrs. Evelyn Tintera, 5966 North 
Hagadorn Road, East Lansing. 


Have You Asked 
A Potential Advertiser 
To Advertise In The 


Michigan Librarian 





State Aid Principles 


Through the years, the Michigan Library 
Association has spent time and money develop- 
ing and implementing the State Aid law. A 
study of the records of the Association since 
1937 shows that certain principles have been 
held consistently: 

1. The state has a responsibility for the sup- 

port of libraries. 

2. A portion of state aid shall be distributed 
to all qualifying libraries regardless of 
their financial competency. 

3. Local government units are responsible 
for the major support of local libraries. 

i. State aid should encourage increased lo- 
cal support for libraries. 

5 State aid should improve personnel 
standards in libraries. 


The present State Aid law embodies these 
officially unquestioned principles. It also em- 
bodies two principles which have had a more 
turbulent history. One of these is: 

6. State aid should encourage the establish- 
ment and development of larger units of 
service. 

Briefly, the history of this principle is as 

follows: 


1937 Establishment grant provided for 
county or regional libraries. 


1939 — Ultimatum to inadequately support- 
ed libraries — $6,000 in local support by 1948 
or join a larger unit. 


1943 — Weakening of terms of ultimatum 
$3,000 by 1953. 


1949 Incentives provided for establish- 
ment of larger units of service. No provision 
or incentive for jo/ning such a unit. 


The other principle has always been high in 

our articles of faith. 

7. State Aid should be an instrument in the 
development of adequate library service 
in regions of sparse population and low 
assessed valuation. 

Implementation has taken several different 

forms: 


1939 Cash grants to libraries in low as- 


sessed areas, and establishment funds for coun- 
ty and regional libraries. 


| State td: 





1943 — Above retained, with proviso that 
balance be spent for State Library extension 
services. 

1949 — Establishment funds increased, and 
cash grants provided only for county and te. 
gional libraries meeting millage and certifica. 
tion requirements. 

1952 — Recognition that service and dem- 
onstration to low valuation areas constitute q 
form of ‘‘equalization.” 

1953 — Amendment to State Aid law pro. 
vides that balances from county and regional 
library establishment and development fund be 
returned to the State Board for Libraries for 
above purposes. 

The last principle has been wistfully cher- 
ished but never implemented: 

8. The amount requested for State Aid shall 

be based on a provable formula. 

Struggling to keep the $362,000 which has 
been the arbitrary amount of the grant for 10 
years, the Association has requested larger 
amounts on the basis of increased costs and 
larger population, but has never achieved a 
true formula figure. 

MLA has pulled steadily in one state aid 
direction for 16 years. It has yielded to neces- 
sity under pressure, and it has changed methods 
with the years, but it has operated as consist- 
cently as possible on sound principle. 

Ruth Warncke 


Committee Poses 
5S Zuertions 


1. Do you believe in the betterment of Mich- 
igan libraries? 

2. Do you know how the Michigan Library 
Association plans to aid in the improve- 
ment of Michigan libraries ? 

3. Are you an active supporter of this plan? 
Ask yourself these questions, examine the 

state aid picture, and then look at the Michigan 

library picture. This is a wonderful state, 
blessed with almost everything there is to 
boast about. But what about libraries? Many 
communities have them, to be sure. But what 
kind of a library, and what sort of service does 
it give? Is it good enough to do only the best 
we can with what we have? What about the 
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570,000 adults who have no access to pub- 
lic libraries, and the 

280,000 children who are without any 
public library service? 

Librarians and trustees are the first to recog- 
nize that our service is a part of the education- 
al process throughout life. Are we helping de- 
prive 850,000 children and adults of their edu- 
cational rights by not actively supporting state 
aid? We don’t have to do the best we can 
with what we have. We can do better by get- 
ting more. We can change this Michigan 
library picture: 

40% of Michigan’s public libraries have less 
than 6,000 volumes, the national mini- 
mum standard. 

82% of our public libraries have fewer vol- 
umes per person than the national mini- 
mum standard, ranging from 1-3 volumes 
per person according to the population of 
the community. 

20% of our libraries buy less than 100 titles 
yearly out of a total of 9,000 published 
annually. 

88% of our libraries have smaller operating 
budgets than the national minimum stand- 
ard library budget. ($25,000) 

45% of our libraries have annual operating 
budgets of less than $5,000 which is only 
1/5 of the national minimum standard 
operating budget. 

30% of our libraries are open less than 16 
hours per week. 

10% are open only 10 hours per week. 


WHY DO WE NEED INCREASED 
STATE AID APPROPRIATIONS 

State aid to Michigan libraries has not been 
increased since 1943. But the library picture 
has changed tremendously, and the years fol- 
lowing 1945 have seen: 

Michigan’s population increase over 
1,275,000. 

Public school enrollment swell over 
226,000. 

Adult education activity almost doubled. 

Libraries are trying to meet these challenges, 

but instead, they have been met with: 

An increase in the cost of books and 
periodicals ranging from 35 to 40% 
since 1941. 

An increase in the cost of library supplies 
amounting to 85%. 
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An increase in the cost of library furniture 
and equipment of over 100%. 

Here is your opportunity to do something to 
offset these additional responsibilities and in- 
creased costs affecting Michigan libraries. 

For the coming year, the Michigan State 
Board for Libraries has requested $790,492 for 
grants to local libraries. This figure is in sharp 
contrast to the $362,000 appropriated last year. 

This is the goal at which you can aim in 
community contacts and with your legislator. 
It is no fanciful figure but one based on a 
formula — a formula of 10c per capita for 
areas served by public libraries with 20% for 
the County and Regional Library Development 
Fund and 10% for the Establishment Fund. 

Listed below are the total requests submit- 
ted: 


Recom- 
Requested mended 
Grants to local libraries $790,492 $362,000 
Michigan State Library 
General budget 435,187 408,700 
New construction 112000 nc 
Special projects: 
Branch for 
Upper Peninsula 47,607 
Regional library 
demonstration in 
Grand Traverse 
area ges)» eee a oe 
State Board expenses 2,000 2,000 


The Governor's budget message recommends 
only $362,000 for grants to local libraries, the 
same amount which was received last year. No 
recommendations were made for planning 
money for the new State Library or for either 
of their special projects. 


YOU CAN CHANGE STATE AID 


The budget recommendations have gone to 
the House Ways and Means Committee. The 
success of our program for increased appropri- 
ations rests with the decision of this commit- 
tee. If they can be prevailed upon to recom- 
mend the $790,492 which we have requested, 
there will then be a possibility that the amount 
may be passed by the legislature. Your efforts 
should be directed toward convincing these 
committee members that our needs are great 
enough to warrant passage of the increased ap- 
propriations as the minimum amount sufficient 


to do a good job. 
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Members of the House Ways and Means 


Adequate appropriations can be obtained jf 





















Committee are listed below: the librarians and trustees of Michigan make re 
Joseph F. Warner, Chairman every attempt to secure them. Don’t rely on st 
R Ypsilanti, 1024 W. Michigan Ave. someone else to do the job. Your help is a a. 
Rollo G. Conlin necessary part in creating a favorable library 
R Tipton, RFD 1 atmosphere. If Michigan is to be able to boast b. 
Arnell Engstrom of its libraries, your individual effort will be 
R_ Traverse City, 540 W. Eighth St. responsible. C. 
T. Jefferson Hoxie 
St Louis, 119 No. Mill St How You Can Welf 
= ' gn ' Make an individual effort to contact your oes 
peace amenn legislator. Suggest he speak to Ways and ar de 
R Highland Park, 46 Rhode Island Ave. Means Committee about increasing library an 
Harry Phillips appropriations. gl 
R Port Huron, 2956 Electric Ave. ys Invite your legislator to make a personal ate 
James Goulette visit to the library. — a 
R Iron Mountain, 221 East B St. 3. Alert local organizations to the need for pte 
tiie Cladieane increased state aid and ask them to contact ‘eatael 
R Saginaw, 125 N. Granger St. _ their legislator. library 
Gerald L. Murphy 4. Tell your legislator and the community how This 
D Detroit 9, 124 Lewerenz your library used state aid and the amount ‘at fo 
Harold W. Hungerford received. ; ; aan 
R Lansing, 2223 Forrest Ave. pS In making contacts in your community and iioeame 
Clak & Des with your legislator, present printed ma- oe Le 
R Vermontville, 133 W. Main St. terial to them explaining the Michigan li- Lack . 
James J. Collins brary picture and the need for state aid. venga 
D Flint, 1325 W. 2nd St. Portions of the M.L.A. Legislative Com- = ult 
After the budget is passed by the House it mittee’s newsletter may be adapted for To | 
goes to the Senate where the following Senate this purpose. ; modest 
Appropriations Committee will consider it: 6. Dramatize the need for state aid by using $117.1 
Elmer R. Porter, Chairman posters and displays in your library. would 
R Blissfield. RFD 2 7. To achieve a successful legislative program, eile 
Don Vander Werp the Legislative Committee needs to be kept and eq 
R Fremont, 3263 Main informed of the progress you have made. a year 
Frank Heath Please make your reports to Dick Johnson, ne 
R Bay City, 705 W. Vermont Chairman of the Legislative Committee, linia 
Creighton R. Coleman Lansing Public Library. and th 
R Battle Creek, 906 Central Tower Your library's copy of the December Michi- UPPE 
Frank D. Beadle gan Library News will be accompanied by 4 OF S 
R St. Clair, 403 N. Riverside copy of the Michigan Voter. This will contain | 
Edward Hutchinson important information for everyone concerning For 
R_ Fennville, 662 W. Main legislative procedures. Librar 
William A. Ellsworth of the 
R St. Ignace, 121 Burdette Public Library Deuelofement Durin, 
Charles S. Blondy , : to be 
D Detroit 6 2605 Sturtevant By the State Board for Libraries sisted 
Robert A. Haggerty The appropriations requested for 1954-1955 tee of 
D Detroit 4, 9155 Roselawn are derived from a plan for the continued im- The 
Robert E. Faulkner provement and development of the Michigan the st: 
R Coloma, 605 West State Library to keep pace with growing needs. ably ¢ 
The fate of state aid lies with the two com- The plan stresses Librar 
mittees above. By calling the attention of your 1. The provision of an adequate state library with « 
local legislators to the need for increased ap- building for better state-wide and local provic 
propriations and asking them to speak to the service; plays 
above committees, you can play an important 2. More specialized services to state govern- closer 
role in the state aid picture. ment in Lansing; area, 
LO The Michigan Librarian Marc! 
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3. Definite steps toward the development of 
regional library service throughout the 
state to be accomplished through 
a. A full demonstration of a regional 

library in the Grand Traverse area, 
b. Creation of a branch of Michigan 
State Library in the Upper Peninsula, 
c. Bookmobile projects made possible 
by the Public Library Development 
Fund. 
REGIONAL LIBRARY 
DEMONSTRATION 

A demonstration is a state-supported project 
giving complete public service for 2 or 3 years, 
after which it is either accepted for local ad- 
ministration and support, or withdrawn. Prior 
to a regional demonstration a plan has been 
worked out with the boards of supervisors of 
several counties, with other local official and 
library boards for participation. 

This year’s Public Library Development pro- 
ject for Grand Traverse County is considered 
merely an introduction looking toward a full 
demonstration for five counties, Antrim, Ben- 
zie, Leelanau, Grand Traverse and Kalkaska. 
Lack of funds means that during the present 
year only one short step can be taken toward 
the ultimate goal. 

To begin to provide library services at a 
modest level to the 60,000 people in this area, 
$117,155 will be needed for 1954-55. This 
would cover the capital costs of four book- 
mobiles, a beginning book collection, furniture 
and equipment. Regular running expenses for 
a year would include three trained librarians 
and a typist, a librarian and a driver for each 
bookmobile, regular annual book purchases, 
and the usual operating expenses. 

UPPER PENINSULA BRANCH 
OF STATE LIBRARY 

For the second time, the State Board for 
Libraries is asking for funds to start a branch 
of the State Library in the Upper Peninsula. 
During the past year, the plan has continued 
to be studied by the staff and the board, as- 
sisted by an Upper Peninsula advisory commit- 
tee of trustees and librarians. 

The objective is to provide library service by 
the state, over and above what can be reason- 
ably expected through local libraries. A State 
Library branch, probably located in conjunction 
with one of the larger public libraries, would 
provide reference and loan services and dis- 
plays of books, films, recordings, etc., with 


closer liasion with the present libraries in the | 


area, 
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The funds requested for this purpose for 
1954-55 would provide a Reference Librarian 
and assistant, two library aides, 9,000 volumes, 
beginning equipment and furniture and run- 
ning expenses. 

BEGINNING THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

\s a result of a change in the State Aid Law 
by the 1953 legislature, portions of the state 
aid fund are now being transferred annually to 
the jurisdiction of the State Board for Libraries 
to encourage the federation and cooperation of 
libraries and to demonstrate regional library 
service. Some $56,000 is available in 1953-54 
for this purpose. 

Requests for the use of these funds were 
received from 26 libraries and carefully evalu- 
ated by the State Board. The Board decided 
that this year the funds would be allocated to 
libraries with plans to extend library service to 
unserved areas, and that bookmobiles would be 
tried as the means of getting quick and def- 
inite results. Local responsibility and local sup- 
port are being stressed, with the creation of 
new county or regional libraries as one objec- 
tive. The projects will be jointly sponsored by 
a library board or other local governmental 
body and the State Board for Libraries, work- 
ing under contracts. The Board will provide a 
consultant and a bookmobile for a definite 
period, together with funds for running ex- 
penses. Books and other library materials will 
also be provided, and these will remain in the 
areas if the projects result in permanent serv- 
ices. 

At its November meeting, the Board accept- 
ed plans for the period from January 1, 1954 
to September 30, 1954. The Iosco County 
Library Board will extend service to Arenac 
County, using the losco County Bookmobile. 
Arenac County on Saginaw Bay, with 9,600 
people has no public library within its borders. 
The Iosco County Library Board, working with 
Arenac County committees and organizations, 
plans to open branches and begin bookmobile 
routes in April, 1954. Miss Leonora Hass is in 
charge with Miss Muriel Fuller, acting as state 
library consultant. Miss Fuller’s headquarters 
will be in Standish. At least 4,500 new books 
will be provided by the State Library, in addi- 
tion to a grant to cover staff and other operat- 
ing expenses. 

The second project submitted by the Library 
Committee of the Grand Traverse Area Com- 
munity Service Program is to extend library 
services to Grand Traverse County and to prove 





the need for a full demonstration of a regional 
library for Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, 
Kalkaska and Leelanau Counties. The State 
Library will provide a new “Trailblazer’’ book- 
mobile, with 4,500 new books and other library 
materials, and funds to begin the new services 
in Grand Traverse County. The Fife Lake, 
Kingsley and Traverse City public libraries are 
cooperating with the plans. 

It is hoped that this project will be a pilot 
one for the northwestern part of the Lower 
Peninsula and particularly for the counties in 
the Grand Traverse area. Miss Jeannette John- 
son is spending full time on the project, work- 
ing from Traverse City. This has necessitated 
the temporary closing of the Cadillac office of 
the State Library. 

Efforts are continuing to work out a third 
project, to be in the Upper Peninsula. A com- 
mittee of trustees and librarians is considering 
using the other ‘Trailblazer’ bookmobile for 
exhibit purposes throughout the peninsula dur- 
ing the spring and summer months. 


| Muster 

APPOINTED: Miss Anna E. Lindblom, 1342 
Maple Street, Kalamazoo to the State Board 
for Libraries succeeding the Rev. Walton E. 
Cole—for the term expiring June 24, 1958. 
Miss Lindblom teaches speech at Western 
Michigan College of Education, Kalamazoo. 

WINNER: Of the Grand Prize in The 
Saturday Review first annual World Travel 
Photography Contest, Cecil R. McLeod, staff 
member of Detroit Public Library, Detroit 
2. The color picture of a reflection of the 
Palazzo Vecchio in Florence, Italy, won over 
more than 30,000 entries. This was Mr. Mc- 
Leod’s first contest. 

CONTRIBUTE: Detroit Public Library staff, 
$1,300 to the American Memorial Library, 
Berlin, Germany to be used to best serve 
German and American mutual interests. 

DIED: Isabelle Adelaide Ballou, former librar- 
ian, Bay City Public Library, December, 
1953. Born 1871, Miss Ballou was long an 
active member of M.L.A. holding office of 
Secretary 1924-25. A graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, she taught school for 
many years and was a member of the Emer- 
itus Club. 





DIED: Vern Adams, publisher and owner of 
Library Products, Inc. (formerly Sturgis 
Printing Company) New Year’s Day. A good 
friend of M.L.A., libraries and librarians all 
over the United States. 
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“BOUND TO STAY BOUND" 


Prebound Books 


Catalogs and Price Lists 
Sent Upon Request 


New Method 
Book Bindery 
In 


Cc. 
Jacksonville, Illinois 











Distinctive books 
for 


Discriminating buyers 


IMPERIAL BOOK 
COMPANY 


24-26-28 W. RITTENHOUSE ST. 


PHILADELPHIA 44, PENNA. 


Michigan Representative 
Frank W. Allen 


1004 Newton Court 
Kalamazoo 
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LIBRARY FURNITURE 















SJOSTROM of PHILADELPHIA 
is celebrated nationwide for making 


the library furniture with the fresh design. 





It is furniture with a message. It's 
Moe if furniture. See the 210 FREELINE 
library table. This pioneer is completely 


apronless. Write us for circular C-531. 


alee 


in Michigan by: 


B. f FARNELL COMPANY 


435 SEVEN MILE ROAD, DETROIT 3, MICHIGAN 
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LIBRARY STACKS AND EQUIPMENT ADD 
FUNCTIONAL BEAUTY TO MANY OF AMERICA'S < 
MOST DISTINGUISHED MODERN LIBRARIES 


University of Alabama Washington University 
University of Arizona Central Lutheran Theological Seminary 
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University of Arkansas 
University of California 
Trinity College 

Delaware State College 
Supreme Court Building 
University of Florida 
University of Georgia 
Ricks College 

William Allen White Library 
Transylvania College 
Southern University 

Maine Historical Society 
University of Maryland 
Boston College 

Henry Ford Hospital & Clinic 
Hamline University 
University of Mississippi 


Dartmouth College 

Rutgers University 

White Sands Proving Grounds 

Manhattanville College of the 
Sacred Heart 


New York Academy of Medicine 


University of North Carolina 
Ohio State University 
University of Toledo 
University of Oklahoma 
Pennsylvania State College 
University of South Carolina 
Southwestern at Memphis 
University of Houston 
University of Virginia 
University of Washington 
University of West Virginia 
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SEVEN FIRST GRADES 
IN ONE SCHOOL! 








Most every community is confronted with much 
the same problem in supp!ying Easy Books for 
the first 3 grades. 


We have beaucoup of these as low as 83c \ 


in PARAGON BINDINGS. 


DON R. PHILLIPS 


PARAGON BINDINGS | 
P. O. BOX 57 
VANDALIA, MICHIGAN 
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SAVE TIME AND MONEY . 
ORDER from McCLURG’S 


ONLY 1 SHIPMENT and 1 INVOICE 


Represents Hundreds of Publishers Represents Hundreds of Publishers 
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Represents Hundreds of Outlets Represents Hundreds of Outlets 

































































PLEASE COMPARE THESE TWO CHARTS! 


Simplify your book ordering by consolidating your orders 
and placing them with one source ... McCLURG’S! Our 
facilities save labor and reduce your transportation costs. 


6 More Reasons Why You Should Order from McClurg’s 


1, COMPLETE STOCK—40,000 TITLES 4. QUICK SERVICE 
2. ALL CURRENT BOOKS AVAILABLE 5. HUGE BOOK DISPLAY 
3. PREBINDING & RESEWING SERVICE 6. FREE CATALOGS 


A. C. MeCLURG & CO. 


“Since 1844” 
333 EAST ONTARIO STREET CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 


“Serving Librarians is Our Business’’ 
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| The Tuuitation 


“My invitation? Oh yes! It came 

In February from some dame 

Whose name right now I don’t remember 

Or was it the guy I met in November 

In Grand Rapids at our annual conference? 

Why? What about it?” 

“Well — here’s the inference! — 

Please rally round with real agility 

Help with your dues and your ability! 

No longer keep your talents hidden 

Or wait until you're formally bidden 

To be an appointed committee member, 

But try from January to December 

To help new members have some fun — 

Consider yourself a committee of one!” 

“So it’s the old backslapping act?” 

“Why, not at all! Just use your tact 

In sincerely offering your greeting 

At District or at Annual meeting 

To another old or new librarian 

Whether he be citified or agrarian! 

Have you a Chevrolet or a Pontiac? 

How many can you take there and back? 

Do I hear you say, ‘My car’s a rattler?’ 

Never mind if it can reach the Statler 

At Conference time — then you will see 

What a wonderful thing MLA can be!” 

“Enough said! Now I confess you’ve made 
me see 

I'm guilty of subversive inactivity! 

So now I’m sure that I had better 

Sit down and answer that membership letter. 

It means all that and more to me, 

So right now I’m sending my R.S.V.P.” 


Mildred Henderson, Chairman 
M.L.A. Membership Committee 


Iu Passing 


John Huebler, Assistant Librarian at the 
University of Michigan Elementary School and 
storyteller extraordinary, is telling his tales over 
Radio Station WUOM, Ann Arbor and other 
Michigan Stations. For more information re- 
garding these programs and on what stations 
they are available, write to Sarita Davis, Uni- 
versity of Michigan, University Elementary 
School, Ann Arbor. She would be delighted to 
tell you more about these fine Michigan pro- 
grams. 


M.L.A. members — take time out to read 
your letter from M.L.A.’s Legislative Commit- 
tee. It’s important! 





IT’S REAL ECONOMY TO BUY 
FOLLET 
LIBRARY BOUND BOOKS 


Send for our 


® New 1954 List of 
Spring Juveniles 

@ Handy Checklist of 
Popular Children’s 
Books (Guide To 
Good Reading For 
Young Readers) 


Our representative, Mr. Ralph Shuck will be 1 


calling on you soon. 


FOLLETT 
LIBRARY BOOK COMPANY 
(Division of Wilcox & Follett Co. 
1255 S. Wabash Avenue 
Chicago 5, Illinois 











Job Engineered ! 


The national acceptance of Gerstenslager 
Bookmobiles is a result of more than their 
fine, clean cut appearance. From first inquiry 
to final delivery Gerstenslager engineers plan 
proper weight distribution, adequate insulation, 


light, heat, ventilation, shelving and desk speci- 


fications to meet the demands made on each 


individual unit. 


Gerstenslager bookmobiles are best 


because they're planned to be best! 





The Gerstenslager Co. “Spx 
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